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Historical and Genealogical Notes and Queries. 



Corrections : Robert Carter Nicholas was born January 28, 1728, 
and not in 17 15, as stated, IX, 358. 

On same page it should read that Dudley Diggs was a member of the 
House of Burgesses from 1752, instead of 1732. 

Rev. David Mossom's Note Book. 

The Rev. David Mossom was rector of St. Peter's parish, New Kent 
county, Va. And in order to give some idea of the preaching in "Col- 
onial Days," we give some extracts from his note book, which is large, 
and filled with notes on ordinary business matters. 
He lived on the Mattaponi or Pamunkey river. 

Page 42 — Ship York arrived 29th of June, 1729, and sailed May 2nd. 

May — Had thirty-one joints of bacon on hand. 

Page 50— [Preached] on the Errors of our Senses and of Decrees. 

Page 52— On the Imagination, 

Page 53 -Of Habits and of Memory. 

fane Chapman was born 29th February, 1776. Reynolds, her brother, 
was born 22nd July, 1778. Their brother, who was not baptized, was 
born 26th of December, 1780. 

Page 29— John Reynolds is mentioned. 

Page 68 — On modes of thinking. 

Nov, 1780 — Sugar and coffee mentioned. Can Matter think? On 
the essence of Substances. 

Page 90 — On the Will and Liberty. On quebusdam in physia. A 
page in Latin (is translated). On certain things in Physics. On the 
Moon. 

Page 98 — Concerning jure divino, on Infallibility. 

The Reynolds Chapman, mentioned above, was probably the one who 
became clerk of Orange about 1789. The old note book belonged to 
his son, Richard Chapman. 

I omitted to mention a Discourse on Tides and a discourse in Latin, 
very hard to read. 

Ought we to keep the preaching of the Gospel from the Gentiles. 

That we have corruptions in the revised text on the Messias. 

On the Being of God. Is the Being of God possible? 

The Danger of falling into the errors. 

Reason the only test of Divine Revelation. 

On the eloquence of the Holy Scriptures. 

The Rev. Mr. Mossom was the minister who performed the marriage 
ceremony of General Washington at the White House, a few miles 
from St. Peter's church. Mr. Mossom lived in St. Peter's parish for 
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forty years, and must have been a man of good character, according to 
Bishop Meade. 

It is related on his tombstone that he was the first native born Ameri- 
can who was ordained in the Colonial Church. He came from New- 
buryport, Massachusetts. See Meade, Vol. I, p. 386. 

A. G. Grinnan. 

[The contribution printed above is the last of many obligations con- 
ferred on the Editors of this Magazine by that accomplished historical 
student and genealogist, the late Dr. A G. Grinnan, of Madison county, 
Va.] 

Lumber in 1774. 

King William, March j/ t 1774, 
Plank and Scantling to be sold by the Subscriber at his Saw Mill, 
near AyletVs Warehouse, Mattapony River, upon the most reasonable 
Terms, and of the following kinds, viz: White Oak, Black Walnut, 
Sweet Gum, Ash, Poplar, Birch (which makes elegant Furniture), best 
Yellow Heart Pine for Flooring, and clear of Heart and Sap if required, 
common high Land and Slash Pine for other Uses. A reasonable credit 
will be allowed, and European and West India Goods received in Pay- 
ment. I shall prepare several Sets of Plank and Scantling for executing 
Hobday's Wheat Machines, which, or any other kind of Plank or Scant- 
ling, I can send to Norfolk, or any part of York River Orders, which 
may come by the Post to the Post Office at Aylett's, will be duly com- 
plied with. I have also for sale a Quantity of excellent Madeira Wine, 
of the London and New York Qualities, in Hogsheads and Quarter 
Casks, on twelve Months' Credit, and will receive Corn or Wheat in 
Payment. 

William Aylett. 



Advertisement of Lost Book, 1774. 

Lent to some of my acquaintance, or lost, Dr. Beattie on Truth, and 

Reid on The Human Mind. Any person who has either of those Books 

will oblige me by informing the Printer thereof or returning them to 

me. The Name at the Bottom of the Coat of Arms denotes the Owner. 

Ralph Wormlev, Junior. 
Virgiaia Gazette, March 24, 1774. 

The Will of Benjamin Harrison, The Signer. 

The following is an abstract of the will on record at Charles City 
C. H.: 

" Heads of a will written by Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley, all in 
my own hand," intended to be carried to Peter Lyons, Esq ; but if any 
accident happen to prevent, it is to be taken as my last will. 

To dear and affectionate wife, Elizabeth, all my furniture forever, 



104 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

except my plate, which she is to have the use of during life ; also coach, 
harness and six horses. Also, the use of the land where I live, called 
Berkeley, with the slaves thereon, and all stocks of horses, cattle, &c, 
except what is specifically devised. She is to pay my debts and to sup- 
port son William and daughter Sarah. Also, give her my part of the 
ship now on the stocks, and all the money due from the other partners. 
She is to assist in any manner she sees fit son Carter in building or buy- 
ing a house at Cabin Point. At wife's death give Berkeley except such 
part as I shall give to son William) to son Benjamin, and if he die with- 
out issue, to son Carter Bassett. To son Carter Bassett my land at 
Cabin Point, my mill and the miller, Oneas, my land on both sides of 
Savage's Run, my lots near the town of Richmond and those drawn in 
Byrd's lottery in partnership with Col. Nathaniel Harrison. 

To son William, at his mother's death or his coming of age, the upper 
land of the Berkeley tract, and if he dies without issue, to son Carter 
Bassett. To son Benjamin all the negroes he has of mine in his posses- 
sion at Hardlabour, except one. 

To son Carter Bassett 14 negroes, and I direct that 30 head of cattle 
and 3 good work horses be bought for him ; also give him my phaeton 
and harness and two colts, and. at the death of his mother, all my plate. 

To son William the plantation called Oldhides, and two negroes ; 
and also the stocks on said plantation, and 40 ewes and a ram from 
Berkeley. 

To daughter Elizabeth Rickman 6 negroes. To daughter Ann Coup- 
land 5 negroes, and my chariot, which is to be fitted up in the best 
manner and horses bought and given to her. To daughter Lucy, Lucy 
Randolph, a negro. To daughter, Betty Randolph, a negro. To 
grandson, Wm. Randolph, a negro, and one also to the child not yet 
named. To daughter, Sarah Harrison, three negroes, and son Benja- 
min is to pay her 220 half Johannes in gold. 

At death of wife all stocks, &c, at Berkeley, not otherwise devised, 
to go to son Benjamin, and all negroes possessed by wife to be divided 
between Benjamin and Carter. 

Codicil Jan. 8, 1780. The negroes in possession of wife at the time of 
her death to be divided into four equal parts, without parting men and 
their wives, and three of these parts are to be divided equally between 
Benjamin and Carter, and the other between my four daughters. Proved 
in Charles City Court June 16, 1791. 

Inventory of Benjamin Harrison, deceased, recorded 179L Total value 
of personal estate ,£4,286 10. 

There is in the same book the executors' accounts. They provide for 
a legacy of /400 left by their grandfather to Benjamin Harrison's daugh- 
ter Ann, who married William Randolph, and also for a legacy to his 
[the grandfather's] daughter Lucy, late Mrs. Necks, of London, of 
^"150, with interest from Oct. 8, 1751, to 1799. 
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Hawkins.— Information is desired concerning the ancestry of Joseph 
Hawkins and Sarah, his wife The will of Joseph Hawkins, dated 
1770, is in Winchester, Frederick county, Va. One daughter, Sarah, 
married Gen. John Savier, first Governor of Tennessee ; another mar- 
ried Lt-Col. Richard Campbell, who was killed at the battle of Eutaw 
Springs. There were two more daughters, Elizabeth and Mary , I do 
not know whether they married or not. He also had sons Joseph, 
William and Samuel. There may have been other children. 

Goode. — Information is wanted concerning the wife of Joseph Goode, 
one of the younger sons of John Goode, of Whitby, who came to Vir- 
ginia about 1650. 

Keith.— Information is wanted concerning Alexander Keith (son of 
Alexander Keith), and his wife Sarah Galey. Was this the Alexander 
Keith who served in Col. Alexander Spotswood's regiment during the 
revolutionary war? 

Miss Mary Hoss, 
2106 West End Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 



Simmons. — Richard Simmons was a member of Captain Hugh Ste- 
phenson's Berkeley county, Virginia, company which went to the war 
of the revolution from Shepherdstown, Va. (now West Va.). Can any 
reader of the Magazine state anything further in regard to his services 
or history ? Where can a list be seen of Stephenson's company ? 

Morgan's Riflemen.— -Can any reader of the Magazine state where 
a list, or partial list, of Daniel Morgan's Riflemen of the revolution can 
be seen? It was the nth Virginia. 

William A. Millek, 
Copyright Office, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 



Poythress-Batte, &c. — (See VII, 1, 4).— Issue of Robt. Boiling 
and Helen French Batte : Henry Batte, Bassett .French Batte, Robert 
Boiling Batte (died, age seventeen), Francis (died in infancy), Helen 
Bland French Batte and Macon Batte. 

Issue of Rosa Bland Batte and Robert R. Hill, of Petersburg, Va. : 
Benjamin Mason and Almeria Orr. 

Issue of Virginia Elizabeth Eppes and Joseph P. Minetree : Mary 
Virginia, who married Dr. H. B. Hollifield, of Sandersville, Ga., no 
issue ; Louisa Gibson, who married George Hewit Evans, of Alexan- 
dria, one child ; John Eppes, Joseph Powhatan, Martha Batte, Elizabeth 
Eppes, James Lawrence, George McPhail (Robert Hill and Henry 
Batte, twins, died in infancy), Claudia Hains. 

Issue of Louisa Gibson Minetree and George Hewit Evans : Chaplin 
Eppes. 

Issue of Judge Peter P. Batte, brother of Henry Batte, of Wood 
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Lawn, and Elizabeth Poindexter : Agnes, married Richard Eppes, of 
Nottoway ; Mary, married Robert Anderson, of Prince Edward ; Cary, 
C. S. A., killed in battle Chancellorsville 1862; Peter Vernon, Major 
C. S. A., married Miss Kate Stuart, of Stockton, Cal. 

William Poythress, the only son of Peter Poythress, of Branchester, 

married, first, a Miss Boiling ; 2nd., , and had issue : Elizabeth, 

who married Richard Marks. This daughter was living at Branchester, 
the old home, at the time of her death. She had issue : Nannie Rich- 
ardetta, infant ; Nannie married Mr. Stephen W. Britton, of Peters- 
burg, Virginia, and had issue : Richard died 18 — ; Stephen, now 

living in New York ; Hugh Stockdell, living in Newport News ; John 
Keane ; Mason ; Kate Stockdell. 

This is the last generation from Branchester, Pr. Geo. the original 
home of the Poythress . 



"Carter's Creek." 

The old home of the Burwell family, on Carter's creek, Gloucester 
county, of which a view is given in the frontispiece, was the oldest house 
in Virginia, bearing a date on its walls, and had a greater appearance 
of antiquity than any other which survived from colonial days. 

The massive walls, the narrow windows with their small panes, the 
groups of high, diamond-shaped chimneys, and the heavy arches of the 
cellar, were all marks of its age. As is seen from the picture, it was 
more like a small old English manor house than any other building in 
Virginia. 

The inscription L. 'A., cut on the high triple chimney, shows 
1694. 
that Carter's Creek was built by Hon. Lewis Burwell, member of the 
Council, and his wife, Abigail Smith, neice and heiress of President 
Nathaniel Bacon. It originally consisted of a central portion and.two 
wings ; but one of the* latter was torn down many years ago. The ele- 
gance with which the house was formerly fitted, was shown by some 
beautiful marble mantels, which could be seen some years ago in the 
cellar, where they had been placed after being taken out of rooms 
above. 

One very large apartment was traditionally stated to have been the 
ball-room. Near the house is the graveyard, in which can be seen 
(though now in a most mutilated condition) the tombs of many genera- 
tions of the Burwells, from Major Lewis, who had a grant of a large 
tract of land here in 1648, and died in 1658, down through Hon. Lewis 
Burwell, the builder of the house, and his son Nathaniel, &c. 

The estate here was successively the property of Major Lewis Burwell 
(d. 165S); Hon. Lewis Burwell, of the Council (d. 17 10); Major Nathan- 
iel Burwell, member of the House of Burgesses (d. 1721); Hon. Lewis 
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Burwell, Governor of Virginia (d. 1752); Lewis Burwell, member of 
the House of Burgesses and Revolutionary Convention (d. 1779), an d 
is believed to have been sold by the sons of the last named. 
The house was burned a few years ago. 



Williams-Hill. — The following pedigree is taken from the Harleian 
MSS., 2289, page 55, in the British Museum: 

Hugh Thomas Brecknock Pedigree. 

Roger Williams, of the Gore=Eliz. dr. to Walter 
near Brecknock. I Delahay. 



Walter=Eliz. dr. to Walkin, Vicar of 
I Bryngwyn. 



Wm. Williams= 
Parson of Chicquihomine 
Parish in Virginia. 



Wm. Williams, of James City John, 

county, Va. 



Same manuscript, page 65: 

Sir Edw. Williams, Kt. 



Henry=Mary, dr. to John Ehz.=Edw. Hill, of 

Walbrioff, of Virginia. 

Hannamloch. 
P269. 

I think a much fuller pedigree of Sir Edw. Williams could be gotten 
from the MSS., as my correspondent simply sent me the item, thinking 
I might be interested in it. 

C. W. T., New York. 

[In an account of the Hill family published a number of years ago in 
the Richmond Standard, it was stated that, according to tradition, the 
wife of Col. Edward Hill, 2d, of Shirley, was Miss Williams.] 



Cotton, Talbot. — Cotton from old Bible. Ralph Cotton, son of 
John Ralph Cotton, born January 10th, 1742, married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of William Kitchen, Loudoun county, Va. 

Henry, born September 4th, 1763 ; Susannah, born February 14th, 
1765 ; Peggy, born August 4th, 1767 ; Jemima, born August 8th, 1769 ; 
Mary Jane, born January 27th, 1772; John, born February 12th, 1774; 
William, born March 13th, 1776 ; Sarah, born May 10th, 1778 ; Nathaniel, 
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born April 7th, 1783; Ralph, born January 17th, (786; Robert, bom 
September 4th, 1788. 

Talbot. 

Matthew Talbott, born September, 1699 ; Charles, his son, born No- 
vember 6th, 1723; Mary, dau. of Charles, born December 8th, 1755. 
Mary married Plummer Thurston, 1777. Williston, son of Charles, 

married Elizabeth Cocke, December, 1769; 1st wife, Talbot, 

married Ezekiel Thurston. 

Allan Talbot, son of Williston, married Martha Ridley Thornton, 
daughter of Sterling Thornton, 1814. Allan was Elizabeth Cocke's son. 



Virginia Military Association, 1756. 
[Letter from Virginia to Md. Gazette.] 
Md. Gazette, June ij, //j6 : 

Williamsburg, May 28. On Thursday, the 20th, several Gentlemen 
of the Association, under Col. Peyton Randolph, met at Fredericksburg 
to the number of J30, and at a Council of War held next day the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen were chosen officers, viz : 

Captains : Warner Lewis, Bernard Moore, Charles Carter, Richard 
Eppes, Nathaniel West Dandridge, and John Syme ; and Aids de Camp 
Presley Thornton and Charles Osborne. 

In the afternoon an excellent Sermon, suitable to the occasion, was 
preached to them by the Reverend Mr. McDaniel, of King George 
county, from the 2 Samuel, X, 12 : '* Be of good Courage, and let us 
play the men for our People and for the Cities of our God. And the 
Lord do that which seemeth him good." They afterwards subscribed 
to certain Articles for their good Government amongst themselves, 
which they agreed shall be to them as a Law, and obliged themselves 
to abide by them accordingly. On Sunday they marched from Fred- 
ericksburg, and 'twas expected would be at Winchester Tuesday last. 

[Copied from old file in Annapolis, Oct , 1901, by N. S. Dandridge.] 

[We are indebted to a lady of Baltimore for this interesting extract. 
This refers to a volunteer cavalry organization, formed in the year 
named, which, however, proved unsuited for mountain campaigning.} 



Mildred Washington W'illis. 
Editor of the Virginia Magazine: 

A communication from Mr. Benjamin E. Green in your October 
number, 190 1, states that John Washington's daughter, Mildred, was 
Henry Willis' second wife, and that Lawrence Washington's daughter, 
Mildred, was Henry Willis' third wife. 

This is not correct according to the manuscript of Colonel Byrd Willis 
of Fredericksburg and Florida. Of course it is not a matter of much 
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historic interest but the extract from his manuscript which proves that 
this statement is incorrect is amusing. He says: 

" When the second wife of my grandfather Willis died (she had been 
the widow Mildred Brown) my grandmother, then the widow Gregory 
wept immoderately on hearing it. When some one remarked that it 
was strange for her to grieve so for a cousin, she replied that the death 
of her cousin was not the sole cause of her grief, though she loved her 
dearly as they were cousins and bore the same name, but that she knew 
that old Harry Willis would be down there to see her at once and she 
did not know what she should do with him. 

" The sequel proved she knew the man for ' in a little month * he sat 
himself down at her door and commenced a regular seige. She held 
out for some time but finally capitulated so that in less than two months 
after the death of his second wife, Mildred Brown (ne'e Washington) he 
married Mildred Gregory, the sister to Augustine Washington. My 
father was the only son of this marriage." 

Colonel Byrd Willis in writing of his grandfather, Colonel Henry Wil- 
lis, says that " he courted his three wives when maids and married them 
all when widows.*' 

Henry Willis' third wife was a granddaughter of John Washington 
and his wife Ann Pope, and was a daughter of Lawrence Washington 
and Mildred Warner, his wife. She was therefore the sister of Augustine 
Washington, the father of General Washington. In the well known 
picture of the baptism of Washington it was his aunt Mildred, then the 
young and beautiful widow Gregory, who held him in her arms and was 
his godmother. She had then been married twice, first to a Mr. Lewis 
and then to Mr. Gregory. Soon after the baptism of Washington she 
married Henry Willis. 

Mildred Willis by her marriage with Harry Willis had only one child, 
a boy, whom she named after her first husband " Lewis." Her husband 
died when this son was still a boy and the care of his education and his 
estate devolved upon his mother who seems to have had much of that 
painstaking thrif. and accuracy which characterized her distinguished 
nephew and godson. She educated her son very highly and greatly 
added to his estate, building for him the handsome house on the out- 
skirts of Fredericksburg, known as "Willis Hill." He was sent to the 
same school with his cousin George. Col. Willis, in his same manu- 
script, says his father — 

'* Was a school mate of George Washington, his first cousin, who was 
two years his senior, one having been born in 1732, and the other in 
1734. I have heard my father speak of the General's industry and 
assiduity at school as very remarkable. Whilst his brother and the 
other boys were at Bandy or other games at playtime, he was behind 
the door ciphering. But one instance of youthful exhiliration was related 
by my father of his distinguished schoolmate while they were at the 
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same school, and that was his romping on one occasion with one of the 
largest girls. This was so unusual that it excited no little comment 
amongst the other lads." 

Lewis Willis married Mary Champe, of Lamb's creek. His first child 
was named Mildred Washington. She married Landon Carter, of Cleve, 
King George county. She left three daughters, one of whom died un- 
married. Another married Robert Mercer, and the third, Lucy Landon, 
General John Minor, of Fredericksburg. Mrs. Minor left six sons — 
John Minor, of Fredericksburg ; Dr. Lewis Willis Minor, U. S. Navy, 
and subsequently of the C. S. Navy ; L. H. Minor, of Edgewood, Han- 
over county ; Launcelot, a missionary, who died and was buried at 
Cape Palmas, Africa ; Charles Landon Carter, of U. S. Army (who 
died long before the war), and James Monroe, of Brooklyn, who before 
the war was in U. S. Navy. Mrs. Minor also left one daughter, who 
married Wm. M. Blackford, of Fredericksburg, but who in 1846 moved 
to Lynchburg. 

Lewis Willis' other children by his wife Mary Champe were John, 
Harry, Jane, who married Mr. Alexander ; Mary, who married Mr. 
Battaile, and William C. On the death of Mary Champe, Lewis Willis 
married the widow of his brother-in-law, John Champe, who was before 
her first marriage Ann Carter, of Cleve, the sister of Landon Carter, of 
Cleve, who had married Lewis Willis' first daughter, Mildred. 

Lewis Willis' children by his second wife were two, who died infants, 
and Byrd Charles* Willis, the writer of the manuscript, known univer- 
sally as " Col. Byrd Willis." 

Chas. M. Blackford. 

Lynchburg, Va., Nov. io y /go 1. 



Colonel Cary and Captain Moody (See IX, 106).— There is an 
item I wish to write up concerning Colonel Miles Cary the 2d and his 
affair with Captain James Moody \n 1702, spread upon the records of 
York county, Liber., XII, p, 21. 

I find that Colonel Robert Quarry in a letter to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Trade, &c. ( Mass. Coll., 3d series, VII, 241), dated "New 
York, June 16, 1703," thus refers to the matter: " The complaints against 
the commanders of H. M. ships are become general. I presume y'r L'p's 
will receive them from Va., Md. & N. Y. It w'd take a quire of paper 
for particularizing the several rude, barbarous, & extravagant actions of 
one Captain James Moody, Comm'r of the Southampton Man of War. 
He neither spared the gentleman of the country, the queen's officers, 
nor the Governor himself, because they would not suffer him to marry 

* It may not be generally known that the name "Charles," so common amongst the 
Carters and their connection, is a badge of the loyalty of Virginia to the Stuarts. Rob- 
ert (King) Carter, of Corotomen, had a son born on or about the day Charles I was be- 
headed. The boy was named Charles to emphasize his father's devotion to the man he 
ever held a martyr. 
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a Gentleman's daughter, when at the same time he hath a wife & children 
in London. This was a sufficient ground for him to attempt the lives 
of the Gentlewoman's father, several of his relations, and especially of 
a very worthy gentleman, one Colonel Cary, that courted the young 
lady. The Governor was forced to secure the peace, the country being 
all in an uproar by this man's extravagant actions. The particulars y'r 
L'd'ps will have from the Governor and Council of Virginia. * * * " 
These "particulars " as set forth by the Governor and the proceed- 
ings thereon I should like to get from England. Can you tell me just 
how I should go about it — to what precise official I should write in the 
State paper office, &c. &c? 

Wilson Miles Cary. 



Horse Chair for Sale, 1774. 

To be Sold. — An exceeding neat and strong one Horse Chair (to 
carry two people), on Steel Springs, with a Leather Head and Apron, 
lined with light coloured cloth, and curtains of the same, with Brass 
Caps to the whetls, and Harness complete ; made by Barnard, Coach- 
maker, in London, only two years ago, and very little the worse for 
Wear. Inquire of Mr. Craig, Saddler, in Williamsburg, 

yd. Gazelle, October 2?, 1774. 
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The Evolution of the Mason and Dixon's Line. By Morgan 
Poitiaux Robinson Reprinted from the April and May, 1902, numbers 
of the Oracle Magazine, Richmond, Virginia. Published by special 
request. Richmond, Va. Oracle Publishing Company. 1902. Pp. 18, 
paper. 

Mr. Robinson has given in brief and intelligible form a very clear 
account of the famous, but little understood, Mason and Dixon's Line. 
He presents a preliminary sketch of the various grants of territory in 
America, which lead up to the difference between Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania in regard to boundary lines, and an account of the work of 
Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, the two surveyors who ran the line 
between the two colonies. In addition the subsequent legislation and 
consequent surveys down to the present time are related. 

Mr. Robinson has evidently made a very careful study of his subject 
and his pamphlet is of value and interest. 

The Colonial Virginia Register. A List of Governors, Coun- 
cillors and Other Higher Officials, and also of the Members of the 
House of Burgesses and the Revolutionary Conventions of the Colony 



